
Our top 10 tips for 
equipping a yacht for 
blue-water cruising



1. Design
The hull shape and construction should be 
designed for safe and comfortable ocean 
passage sailing, together with quick and easy 
access to the cockpit as well as clear and 
open decks. Practical and accessible storage 
space should be maximised including suitable 
foredeck storage for head sails and equipment. 

2. Safety
Su�  cient and well placed handholds are 
essential and a deep and protective cockpit 
is desirable as well as clear uncluttered decks. 
Externally mounted life raft and accessible 
MOB gear is vital and safety equipment such 
as � re extinguishers, smoke and gas alarms 
and bilge pumps are essential. Items such 
as independent GPS linked to the VHF and 
personal EPIRBS are strongly recommended.

3. Sailing/rig set up
The rig and sail set up should be easy to handle 
with lines back to the cockpit, quick and 
usable ree� ng systems, backup halyards and a 
practical downwind set up for ocean passages. 
The rig design should allow for practical owner 
maintenance as well as maximum chafe and 
UV protection on high load areas, soft clew 
patches and easy stay replacement. 

4. Power management
Low energy equipment such as fridges, 
freezers, pumps and LED lighting are advisable 
as well as adequate batteries, battery 
monitoring systems, twin battery “jump starts”; 
additional power sources such as solar, wind 
and current o� er good bene� ts.

Purchasing a yacht for
blue-water cruising can seem 
like a confusing and daunting 
task with all the varying 
information and opinions 
around. These are our top 
10 tips based on years of  
experience from the Discovery 
team as well as the practical 
feedback from our fl eet of  
extensively-cruised owners.



5. Robust equipment
Equipment including steering systems, water 
makers that can work from AC & DC power, 
generators, fans, ovens, air conditioning, satellite 
communications and internet solutions should 
all be as robust and accessible as possible. 
Back up and contingency systems should be 
considered for equipment that is relied on such 
as a autopilot and GPS systems.

6. On board systems
Practical access and clear labelling for all the 
plumbing and electrics signi� cantly aids 
maintenance and repairs as well as good 
access to the engine and main systems. 
Practical use of similar parts throughout the 
boat assist on-the-go maintenance and repair 
issues. Tinned wiring throughout the yacht 
signi� cantly reduces degradation caused by 
salt water and salty air.

7. Comfort and practicality
Galley layout and equipment need to be well 
thought out, water and fuel tanks should be 
sited away from sleeping to reduce noise, 
raised navigation and saloon areas can 
signi� cantly improve night watches and 
on-board living. Comfortable cockpit seating, 
decent mattresses, sound proofed � oors and 
doors, leather upholstery and exterior covers all 
improve the practical live-aboard experience.

8. Spares
A comprehensive spares list for all on-board 
items together with the manufacturer’s 
manuals is essential for on-going maintenance 
and repairs.

9. Preparation
Take time on board learning to sail the boat 
and running and understanding all the 

systems. Spend time with the boat builder, 
speak to the equipment manufacturers, take 
part in courses so you know the boat inside out 
and everything is fully tested before casting o� .

10. Support
Worldwide support from an experienced yacht 
manufacturer ensures the smooth running of 
any trip; this is possibly the most vital element of 
having a successful long term blue-water cruise.

The views detailed here are given in good faith and are 
based on years of personal experience of the Discovery 
team and its � eet of owners. Ultimately any blue-water 
experience will depend on innumerable variables 
including the ability of the skipper and crew, the 
maintenance and well-being of the yacht, the sailing 
environment and weather conditions as well as the 
cruising grounds and destinations. 



Over 70% of Discovery owners have never 
owned a yacht before, some have never 
even sailed before, but many have now 
crossed oceans, circumnavigated the world 
and cruised in their local waters - be it with 
skippers and crew, as part of organised 
rallies or completely on their own. We hope 
you � nd the boat you are looking for and 
successfully to follow your dream. 

We welcome visitors to the Discovery 
Yachts production facilities in Marchwood, 
Southampton, and are more than happy 
to show people around, explain our yacht 
construction methods and discuss the
things that we know from experience and 
feedback are important for cruising and
living on board a yacht.
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